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In June 2015, 90,000 appreciative and inquisitive visitors attended the 

UK’s BBC Gardeners’ World Live and the Food Show at the National Exhibition Centre near Birmingham. 

Spread over four days the shows have something for all levels of interest, both beginner or expert.

by Sue Hall

Both shows are a feast for all the senses with opportunities 
to learn and explore at every turn. The shows were well 
organised. Free shuttle buses were available at the local 
train station and car parks. The queues for entrance 
tickets flowed easily.

Highlights of  BBC Gardeners’ World Live 2015 included: 
The Show Gardens being awarded 7 Gold Medals; Paul 
Harris, finalist on BBC2s Great Chelsea Garden Challenge, 
presenting his first ever Show Garden and gaining a Gold 
Medal; Mary Berry on the Potting Shed Stage with the BBC 
Gardeners’ World Magazine, the Skinny Jean Gardeners 
encouraging kids to get growing, and Monty Don in 
conversation with Jim Buttress in the Kitchen Garden Talks 
Tent. Jim Buttress also exchanged tips and banter with 
the colourful Deputy Editor of  Gardeners World Magazine, 
David Hurion.

2015 is the ninth year that the two Shows have run 
alongside each other. The Shows, sponsored by Lexus, 
entertained visitors with: 

• 400+ exhibitors from garden essentials to the latest 
kitchen gadgets and ingredients 

• 110 RHS Medals: 45 Gold; 40 Silver Gilt Flora; 12 
Silver; 5 Bronze

• 105 nurseries and growers in the RHS Floral Marquee 
and RHS Plant Village 

• 27 culinary superstars, chefs and food experts in 
entertaining live demos 

• 25 inspirational gardens, from Show Gardens to 
Beautiful Borders 

• 19 Gardening experts on live stages 
• 10 live stages, talks and demo areas 

It is of  course not possible to write about every aspect 
of  the show. Here are just a few elements that caught my 
attention as I looked through the eyes of  a Mediterranean 
gardener and vegetable grower. 

What enthused me immediately, were the Grow Organic 
and the Home Farmer stalls. They both provide high-
quality information for those wanting to grow their own.  
The August Home Farmer Magazine will be giving tips for 
preserving. https://homefarmer.co.uk.

The outstanding RHS Floral Marquee was the centrepiece 
of  the show and the place to purchase plants. The smell of  

Everyone loves 
a Garden Show

lilies, the overwhelming excellence of  the alliums and sheer 
beauty of  the David Austin Roses stood side by side with 
winning succulents and cacti. The cacti and succulents 
looked like an appetising dessert table. 

Huge vegetables were also on display in the Marquee with 
the opportunity to purchase prize winning seed.

The David Austin Rose stand encompassed a corner of  
the RHS Floral Marquee. The amazing display is what you 
would expect from this exceptional grower. New roses for 
2015 include:

• Sir Walter Scott
• Desdemona
• The Ancient Mariner
http//www.davidaustinroses.com

Southfield Nurseries
Cacti have been Brian Goody’s hobby for over 30 years. 
Along with his wife, Linda, he exhibits at major flower 
shows throughout the UK  and over the years they have 
won many gold medals for their displays. They have over 
700 varieties of  cacti and succulents for sale. 
http://cactusland.co.uk/main.php

New David Austin rose, Sir Walter Scott

New David Austin rose, Desdemona

Sue Hall has lived 
on a hill outside of 
Tavira for 6 years. She 
has a background in 
International Development 

and has worked in some tough places. With 
help, she now grows her own vegetables 
in 15 raised beds, a covered tunnel and a 
greenhouse. She writes about gardening, 
communities, festivals, history, culture, 
books, travel and much more. 
She also writes a Blog about local life. 
http://www.suehall.net 
sue@suehall.net
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Flower Show 2016

Outside, numerous newly planted gardens looked as 
though they had been established in situ for years. Garden 
designer Paul Harris, oozed success, with his Lifestyle 
garden called “Our Place or New Home.” This garden 
demonstrates that even on a low budget a garden can 
result in fine finishes with lots of  interest colour and scent. 
The garden has a “wow” factor with the unusual shape of  
the pergola designed to deflect noise while proving shade. 
There is also a separate area to admire the garden and 
relax.

Some of  the plants he included can take full sun or partial 
shade, so fine for the Algarve. Paul has listed the plants in 
his prize-winning garden. 
http://www.bbcgardenersworldlive.com/Content/First-
Home-Designed-by-Paul-Harris

Paul said, “As a new designer I am absolutely thrilled to 
have been selected to create a Lifestyle garden at BBC 
Gardeners’ World Live. I hope my design will inspire others 
that making an outdoor space stunning and practical 
isn’t just for the rich and famous with big gardens, but 
something we can all have, even if  it is just a small garden.”

Ornate Garden rotating lounger
Ornate Garden make a range of  rotating loungers. The 360 
rotating lounger comes with laminated treated sustainable 
spruce timber arcs and stainless exterior that reflects 
heat and mirrors its surroundings. In between each 
laminated pine section is a UV protected polycarbonate 
tinted window. This protects the inside from the rain and 
wind but also gives you full panoramic views from the 
lounger. Above and below each window are mirror polished 

stainless steel louvers, which help mirror the environment 
around it and reflect the heat to keep it cooler inside in the 
summer. The central table transforms into a bed. It has a 
front canopy provided for use in all seasons. This superior 
lounger needs a footprint of  no more than a standard 
garden patio set. Ideal for next to a pool or an outside 
office where there will no problem with the sun hitting your 
laptop. http://ornategarden.com

Irrigation
Solar irrigation from Irrigatia looks like a great idea for 
patio pots or small gardens. The system uses rainwater 
from a water butt and the power of  the sun, but it can also 
be connected up to a tap. The simplicity of  the system is 
one of  its key selling points and the company says it uses 
less water than a hose. http://www.irrigatia.com

Cheese - Portugal
We should also last, but not least give a shout out to the 
Portuguese Cheese Maker Queijaria Artesanal do Ilídio, 
lda.” Cheese maker for 30 years, Paulo Cesar proudly 
displayed quality award winning cheeses while surrounded 
by small UK producers of  tasty regional goodies. Located 
in the north of  Portugal, at a height of  2000 meters, this 
specific micro-climate provides the conditions for these 
special cheeses, made from the milk of  sheep, goats and 
cows. The company now supplies Aldi and delicatessens 
in the UK. 
http://www.queijariailidio.pt/en/products/buttery-
cheeses/

The 2015 Shows are a collaboration between River Street 
Events using the BBC licensed trademark and the Royal 
Horticultural Society. RHS will not be involved in 2016 
show. A new horticultural team has been secured to 
deliver horticultural content for BBC Gardeners’ World 
Live in 2016 and beyond. Stephen Bennett and Bob Sweet 
head the new River Street Events, horticultural team, 
ensuring delivery of  horticultural excellence through the 
Show Gardens, Floral Marquee and inspirational gardening 
features that the visitors and exhibitors love and expect. 

I am already looking forward to 2016!

We are very pleased and proud to announce our inaugural 
garden show with the official date now set for 

Saturday June 11th, 2016 

It’s high time that the Mediterranean had a grand garden 
show that will match the showcase events seen back in 
the UK with Chelsea, Hampton Court and Wisley, so that 
garden centres and garden designers can showcase the 
stunning range of  jewel colours and vast assortment of  
plants, trees and fauna that a true Mediterranean garden 
can sustain. We are honoured to be working together with 
the award winning 5-star VILA VITA Parc Resort & Spa to 
make this dream a reality.

The fantastic event will have been two years in the making, 
by the time we finally open the gates to our first visitor. 
Some of  the top European designers and landscapers 
will be there to greet them, displaying their talents and 
competing for a range of  prizes in a variety of  categories 
including the official Best in Show Award - The Annalise 
Pohl Gold Award in honour of  the lady whose life-long 
passion was to provide her hotel guests at the VILA VITA, 
a gardener’s paradise.

In addition to the show gardens, there will also be 16 
compact plots open to smaller companies, individuals, 
garden groups, or simply anyone who has a certain flair 
they want to show off  on the day.

The world of  media and television will be covering the 
event with top celebrities from the field of  gardening, 
entertainment and music acting as judges and answering 
questions. 

A large and air conditioned marquee will house organic 
vegetable displays, cacti, cut flower displays and 
arrangements, as well as culinary delights such as cake 
decorating.

Our outdoor living section will bring in all the new 
technology from outdoor furniture, pools, irrigation, 
saunas, artificial grass and machinery.

Hans Neuner, the renowned 2 Michelin starred executive 
chef  from VILA VITA's Ocean Restaurant will be operating 
from several kitchen stations, as well as hosting a live 
cooking demonstration.

Not to mention Pimms and Gin tents, high tea with 
strawberries and scones, live flamenco and Fado, harp, 
and violin music serenading you throughout the day, and a 
range of  food and nibble stations to keep you well stocked 
and hydrated.

VIP packages will be available, allowing you to mingle with 
the famous celebrities or dine at the various restaurants 
around the hotel. We will finish 
off  your day to remember with a 
concert by a spectacular orchestra 
and surprise guest vocalist, making 
this an unmissable event for your diary.

Tickets will be available soon to buy 
online. Watch our media coverage 
on Facebook for up-to-date 
news and information 
on the day's events, or 
contact us on show@
medgardening.com


